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KENYATTA UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS 2017/2018
FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF
EDUCATION AND BACHELOR OF ARTS

AEN 402: ENGLISH SEMANTICS AND PRAGMATICS

DATE: Thursday, 8" February 2018 TIME: 4.30p.m-6.30p.m

INSTRUCTIONS:
Answer question ONE and any other TWO questions

1. (a) Pragmatics and Semantics are different fields yet inseparable. Citing appropriate
illustrations, discuss this statement. (10 Marks)
(b) A speaker does not necessarily mean what his utterance means. Justify this claim using
clear examples. (5 Marks)
(c) Explain with illustrations the difference between the following sense relations:

(1) homonymy and polysemy,

(1))  antonymy and homonymy (8 Marks)
(d) Supporting your answer with examples, explain the importance of componential analysis
in the study of meaning (7 Marks)
2. "When conversationalists flout Maxims they do this for a reason".

Explain this statement with close reference to any FOUR of Grice's maxims of

conversation. (20 Marks)
3 Different kinds of meaning area encoded in the world's natural languages. Explain and

illustrate any five kinds of meaning (20 Marks)
4. (@) Explain how reference and deixis support meaning (10 Marks)

(b) ~ What is meant by the "truth conditions of a sentence"? Explain and exemplify.
(10 Marks)
5. Explain how any five grammatical categories influence meaning in English sentences.

(20 Marks)
m
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